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Fifth Sunday of Lent
Passion Sunday

3 April 2022

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Alternative Collect for Lent V

This Sunday's Eucharist will be at St Bartholomew's Church, Ubley at
10:15am. After a break during the chillier months, New Horizons: Eternal
Light also returns at St Hugh's at Charterhouse on Sunday evening at
5:00pm. There will not be a Living in Love and Faith seminar this week.
In a change to our regular pattern of worship, next Sunday's 10:15am
Eucharist for Palm Sunday will be at St Andrew's, Ubley and will be
preceded by Holy Communion at St Michael's, Compton Martin at 9am.
Don't forget Messy Church at St Bartholomew's at 4pm.
We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams
If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Sunday 3rd April
10:15am - Sunday Eucharist, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
5:00pm - New Horiznons: Eternal Light, St Hugh's,
Charterhouse
Monday 4th April
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
9:15am - Intercessions Group, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
Tuesday 5th April
10:00am - Mini Melodies, a toddler group,
St Andrew's, Blagdon
Wednesday 6th April
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin
5:00pm - Evensong, St Andrew's, Blagdon
Thursday 7th April
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Andrew's, Blagdon
12:00pm - In the Spirit of Iona, online via Zoom
The 10:15am Eucharist on Sunday 10th April will be at St
Andrew's Church, Blagdon.
Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer
every day from 9am - 5pm

Reading and Reflection
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Passion Sunday
Reading:

John 12.1-8

Mary Anoints Jesus
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him.
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to
betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse
and used to steal what was put into it.). Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have
the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’

A Reflection
Luxury and indulgence are not words you generally associate with Passion
Sunday. This intense story has such a ring of truth; it draws its meaning by its
connection to other powerful streams. Passover is near; so is the death of
Jesus; some are plotting his death; close in time to the ‘raising of Lazarus’
Jesus mentions his death but Judas’ presence indicates death does not have
the last word.
Life and death are placed alongside the love, loyalty and devotion
represented by the valuable perfume; the wiping of Jesus feet is an
immediate reminder of Jesus kneeling and cleansing the feet of his disciples.
Do not focus too much on Judas; Mary’s gift is extravagant, costing more
than a year’s income for a labourer at the time. Those in the room would note
the deep devotion of Mary; without doubt it raised questions
We can understand the economic and charitable logic beneath Judas’s
criticism; also recognize it resembles a rigorous, unyielding piety that cannot
stomach a wild love like Mary’s. Acts of true grace and love regularly get
slandered as deviance.
Jesus’ response is surprisingly gentle; Judas is the villain but. Jesus speaks
more to us when he says, ’You always have the poor with you.’ poverty and
our response are always important. Is he reminding them of Deuteronomy
15:11; generosity is demanded ‘since there will never cease to be some in
need on the earth.’
Mary and Judas make for contrast and comparison; true discipleship and
false love. The fragrance of costly perfume contrasts with the awfulness of
Jesus’ death and burial. Mary does not anoint a king but a dead man; but
then we are confronted by John who says that when Jesus is lifted onto a
cross he might attract all to himself (12:32).
Those who sow in tears
shall reap with songs of joy
[Psalm 126]

And prayer for Sunday
Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
I may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Worship
Fourth Sunday of Lent - 3rd April 2022
The Church of England broadcasts a live service at 9am every Sunday via
their Youtube channel. You can join this week's worship from the Diocese of
Canterbury by clicking the link below.
Click here to join

Children's Corner
This week's Young Church Mag with puzzles and colouring can be
downloaded and printed by clicking this link.

Diocesan Living in Love and Faith online course
Parishes in the Diocese of Bath and Wells are encouraged parishes
individuals to engage with the LLF Course and provide feedback via the
national questionnaire. LLF Courses for those unable to engage at parish
level can be accessed via the Diocesan website. Find out more information
and resources about LLF.
You can read this story in full on the Diocesan Website.

Prayer within our Community
We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Britta and her parents Roger and
Kathy, Neil and Margaret and Joyce.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert,
for Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for Toby, Sophie and Alexander and their families as they
prepare for baptism, and Katherine and Christopher as they prepare
for marriage.
We pray for the repose of the souls of Janice Dean, Diane Green and
Jacqueline Groves and for their families and friends who mourn.
O Holy Jesus
O most merciful Redeemer,
Friend, and Brother,
May I know thee more clearly,
Love thee more dearly,
And follow thee more nearly
Day by day
Amen.
If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details
Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:
For those who live in Ubley
Ubley Cares
Landline: 462827 speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com
For those who live in Compton Martin:
Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415 speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118 speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline: 220102 speak to Rachel Branston

Copyright © 2022 Benefice of BCMU, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

RSS

