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Church Link                            No. 89
Sunday 5 December 2021                                 Advent II

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Common Worship, Intercessions for Advent

Our Sunday Eucharist is at St Andrew's, Blagdon at 10:15am. For those
worshipping online, we please join worship on our website at 10:30am.
Please note that New Horizons: Eternal Light at St Hugh's will be taking a
break until the spring. 

Please see the notices below for regular worship during December and
Celebrating Christmas in our villages. Please remember to support St
Andrew's Fair next Saturday, 11th December, from 10am. Please contact
Penny Crawfurd for more information.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

-  Advent II - 
Sunday 5th December

10:15am - Sunday Eucharist, St Andrew's, Blagdon
10:30am - Online Worship via our website

Monday 6th December

8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Tuesday 7th December

10:30am - Mini Melodies (a Toddler Group)                                St
Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 8th December

8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin
5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 9th December

8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Andrew's, Blagdon
12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please contact the Church Office for the Zoom code.

Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer every
day from 9am - 5pm

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Reading and Reflection
Advent II

5th December 2021

Reading: Luke 3.1-6

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

A Reflection 

The Bible displays the work of God in and through particular people and at
particular times; through them windows open into the heavenly kingdom, but
nearly always, if not always, through clouded glass so that each generation,
each age, each person can interpret and re-interpret the reach of God’s love
for their time.  To believe in God is to believe that his purposes are achieved
in and through people in all the changes and chances of life and death. 

For St Luke, his account of the life and times of Jesus is reliably set in
verifiable historical context.  He writes for those early followers of The Way
who believe that Christ, the man of Nazareth, is the key to God’s purpose;
through his life, through the lives of his disciples, through the life and politics
of his day you are, still 2000 years later, drawn into ever deeper
understanding of what the miracle of life and love can be.  

You may crave for certainties, for God’s dramatic presence - ‘O that you
would tear open the heavens and come down (Isaiah 64.1), you sing, ‘O rend
the heavens come quickly down’; that is not God’s way.  You are drawn, if
you will allow, ever closer into the mystery of life, into a deeper understanding
of what the miracle of life might be, when it is lived as God’s kingdom, in the
midst of time, by his strength. and under his eye. 

The uniqueness of the Christian faith has always been that God, the Creator,
becomes a ‘person in time’.  Not remote and unseen, he is first to be found
vulnerable and dependant as a baby; born in no palace but in the
ordinariness of a stable; born, says the voice of the Prophet Isaiah speaking
centuries before, that ‘the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people
shall see it together (Isaiah 40.5).  

So close now; it is for that you prepare this Advent season:

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

[The Benedictus, v9, 10; from Luke 1.68-79]

A Prayer for Sunday

O Lord, raise up, I pray, your power
and come to me,
and with great might succour me;
that whereas, through my sin and wickedness
I am grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before me,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver me;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Worship - Advent II
5 December 2021, 10:30am

Please click the button below to join online worship for the Second Sunday of
Advent on our website.

Children's Corner

This Sunday's Young Church Mag is about the voice crying in the
wilderness. There are word puzzles, drawing and colouring to help you learn
about John the Baptist and it's available by clicking this link to download.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Britta and her parents Roger and
Kathy, Neil and Margaret, and Gerald.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert,
for Ceinwen and Robert.

Please pray for Atticus and his family as they prepare for baptism.

We pray for the repose of the souls of David Anstee and Peter Charles Cook,
their families and friends and for all those who are grieving at this time.

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston
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