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Second Sunday of Lent
13 March 2022

God of peace and justice,
We pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom,
discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen
Church of England, Prayer for Ukraine

Church Notices
This Sunday's Eucharist will be at St Bartholomew's, Ubley at 10:15am and
will be led by the Revd. Jan Knott. Messy Church with family crafting based
around Joseph (and his coat of many colours) will be at 4pm. All welcome.
Please note that there will be no Zoom Lent Forum on Wednesday. Please
could Wednesday group members attend on Saturday 12th instead.
The Cassiopeia Ensemble, from the Royal Welsh College of Music and
Drama, will be performing a concert of chamber music by Mozart and
Schumann in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon on Saturday 30th April at 7:00pm.
Tickets are available to purchase through Eventbrite by clicking this link.
We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams
If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Sunday 13th March
10:15am - Sunday Eucharist, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
4:00pm - Messy Church, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
Monday 14th March
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
9:15am - Intercessions Group, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
Tuesday 15th March
10:00am - Mini Melodies, a toddler group,
St Andrew's, Blagdon
Wednesday 16th March
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin
5:00pm - Evensong, St Andrew's, Blagdon
Thursday 17th March
8:40am - Morning Prayer, St Andrew's, Blagdon
12:00pm - In the Spirit of Iona, online via Zoom
The 10:15am Eucharist on Sunday 20th March will be at St
Andrew's Church, Blagdon.
Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer
every day from 9am - 5pm.
Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Reading and Reflection
Second Sunday of Lent
Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things
subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

A Reflection
The letter to the church at Philippi is perhaps the most exuberant of Paul’s
letters to the new Churches founded during his travels around the eastern
part of the Mediterranean Sea.
Today you hear him, ‘with tears in my eyes’ telling his readers ‘they are
citizens of heaven’. His was a ministry of encouragement and we should take
that to heart. We must take that seriously when we seem to be surrounded
only by difficulties of being The Church of our own day. Always, it seems,
you must return to your roots and the root of the Christian faith is the
generosity of God; our thanksgiving for that must be in our worship and in our
generosity.
Henry Newman has two complementary verses in his great hymn ‘Praise to
the holiest in the height’, one begins ‘O wisest love’, the other ‘O generous
love’. In the natural world, in the universe, in humankind you see evidence of
God’s generosity. It is possibly because we are aware that all is not well, we
continue to be concerned both at humankind’s inhumanity, one to another,
and of the abuse of the planet that now leads us further to be fearful for the
future.
Our hope is, as Paul reminds you, in another letter (2 Corinthians 6) that you
are fellow workers together with God; it is a theme passionately stated by St
Augustine: ‘Without him we cannot; without us, he will not’. True, we are
creatures of time and space; we know we need to find God somewhere if he
is to be found everywhere; if we try to find him everywhere we shall end up
finding him nowhere. That is why the Church as a community of believers
and Church the sacred place within our community is of vital importance.
Christians are at their best when they work together within both of those
understandings of The Church; that is why Paul, with ‘joy and longing’ knows
that this is what it means to ‘stand firm in the Lord’.

And prayer for Sunday
Almighty God,
you show to those who are in error
the light of your truth,
that they may return to the way of righteousness:
grant to me, one who is admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,
that I may reject those things that are contrary to my profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Online Worship
Second Sunday of Lent - 13th March 2022
The Church of England broadcasts a live service at 9am every Sunday via
their Youtube channel. You can join by clicking the link below.
Click here to join

Children's Corner
The Young Church Mag for the Second Sunday of Lent is about a secret
meeting at night. There's a wordsearch, codes to crack, colouring and
prayers to help you learn the right way to go. and it can be downloaded and
printed by clicking this link.

Lent Course
Please note: no online forum this week.
Please attend on Saturday 12th instead of Wednesday 16th.

Message for International Women's Day
In the last couple of years in the Church of England the number of women
offering for ordained ministry has been about the same as that of men.
Perhaps this was partly encouraged by seeing women becoming Bishops,
something only permitted seven years ago, that now both women and men
are being considered equally. I was the fifth female bishop in the Church of
England but now we have five out of 42 female Diocesan Bishops, four Acting
Diocesans (of which I am one) and 21 suffragan or assistant bishops.
However, despite the increase in female clergy there still effectively remains a
disparity in terms of their status. There are fewer women who are paid for
their ministry rather than undertaking it voluntarily. Fewer who have
additional responsibilities such as deanery leadership or who train other
priests. And yet as I look at some of our female ministers both clergy and lay
leaders, I see talented, intelligent, energetic, innovative, courageous, deeply
prayerful, and fabulous women! Through their stepping into new territory,
breaking glass ceilings, and willingness to engage with challenge and conflict,
I have hope for the future!
+Ruth

Prayer within our Community
We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Britta and her parents Roger and
Kathy, Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert,
for Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for Jack and Toby and their families as they prepare for baptism,
and Joseph and Alexandra and Katherine and Christopher as they prepare
for marriage.
We pray for the repose of the souls of Janice Dean, Diane Green and
Jacqueline Groves and for their families and friends who mourn.
Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details
Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:
For those who live in Ubley
Ubley Cares
Landline: 462827 speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com
For those who live in Compton Martin:
Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415 speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118 speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline: 220102 speak to Rachel Branston
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